Chapter 2 - City Council


CHAPTER 2

CITY COUNCIL

2.01 GOVERNMENT OF CITY.  The City shall be governed by a City Council, consisting of eight elected Aldermen and a Mayor, who shall also be elected.

2.02 REGULAR MEETING.  The regular meetings of the City Council shall be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the City Hall, Robinson, Illinois, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of each month, provide that when said meeting date shall be a public holiday, the Council shall meet on the following day at the same hour and place.

2.03 SPECIAL MEETINGS.  The Mayor, or any 3 members of the Council may call special meetings of the Council by filing a written statement in the office of the Clerk stating the object and purpose of such special meeting and directing the Clerk to give notice in writing of the same to each Alderman.  The notice shall be prepared by the Clerk and shall state the object and purpose of the meeting, the time of the meeting, and shall be personally served on each Alderman or left at his usual place of abode at least 24 hours prior to said meeting provided, however, said notice shall not be necessary and shall be deemed to be waived by any Alderman in actual attendance at said meeting.

2.04 QUORUM.  A majority of the Aldermen shall constitute a quorum of the City Council to transact business.  A lesser number may adjourn from time to time and compel absent members to attend any regular or special meeting by a written citation to that effect stating the day and hour of the meeting.  The citation shall be signed by the Mayor or the Alderman issuing it, and shall be served by the Chief of Police, or by his appointee.  Any councilman willfully refusing to obey the citation shall be fined not less than $5 nor more than $100.  The provisions of this section may be used by the City Council at any time to compel the attendance of one of its members.  Upon repeated refusal to obey the citation or citations, the Alderman may be expelled and his office declared vacant.

2.05 MAYOR TO PRESIDE.  The Mayor shall preside over meeting of the City Council.  In case of absence of the Mayor, then some member of the City Council shall call the meeting to order and then the City Council shall elect one of its own members Mayor protem to preside over the meeting.

2.06 ORDER OF BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  The order of business at all regular sessions of the City Council shall be as follows:

1.  Call to Order

2.  Pledge of Allegiance

3.  Roll call.

4.  Reading and disposing of minutes of previous meeting

5.  Presentations of petitions, etc.

6.  Claims.

7.  Reports of officers.

8.  Reports of Standing Committees.

9.  Reports of Special Committees.

10.  Unfinished business.

11.  Resolutions and Ordinances.

12.  Communications to Council.

13.  New business.

14.  Adjournment.

2.07 RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL.  The following rules shall be observed by the City Council at all times during meetings of the City Council:

1.  The Mayor shall preserve order and decorum and shall decide all questions or order subject to appeal to the Council.

2.  All questions as to priority of business shall be decided by the Mayor without vote.

3.  Any member of the City Council, or other person desiring to speak, shall so indicate to the Mayor in a quiet manner, but shall not proceed until recognized by the Mayor by name.  In case two or more people desire to speak at the same time, the Mayor shall decide who shall first speak; provided, however, members of the City Council shall be recognized and allowed to speak in preference to others in attendance at the meeting.

4.  No city Alderman or other person shall speak twice upon the same question until every Alderman choosing to speak shall have been heard.

5.  While an Alderman, or other person, is speaking, all persons present shall avoid private conversations.

6.  No personalities or reflections injurious to the feelings of any person or to the harmony of the Council shall be tolerated and every person indulging in such shall be called to order by the Mayor.

7.  Any person called to order shall immediately sit down in silence unless permitted by the Mayor to explain.  If an Alderman shall appeal from the decision of the Mayor to the City Council, it shall decide the point without debate.  If no appeal is taken, the decision of the Mayor shall be conclusive.  No other person or persons, other than Aldermen, shall have the right to appeal the decision of the Mayor.

8.  No motion shall be entertained unless seconded.  When seconded, the motion shall be stated by the Mayor, and if required by any member, such motion shall be reduced to writing.

9.  When amendments are offered to any question before the Council, the vote shall first be taken on the amendment last proposed.  A motion to amend an amendment shall be in order, but a motion to amend an amendment to an amendment shall not be in order.

10.  When a question is stated, every member of the Council present shall vote unless excused by the Council, or unless he is personally interested in the question and then he shall not vote.

11.  The “yeas” and “nays” shall always be taken upon the passage of every ordinance and on all propositions to create any liability against the city or for the expenditure or appropriation of money and entered upon the journal and upon any other question if requested by any member previous to taking the vote.  A majority vote of all Aldermen elected shall be necessary to pass said ordinances or propositions.

12.  All resolutions, motions, and ordinances passed by the City Council shall be deposited with the City Clerk.  If the Mayor approves, he shall sign them.  Those of which he disapproves, he shall return to the City Council with his written objections, at the next regular meeting of the City Council.  The Mayor may disapprove of any one or more sums appropriated in any resolution, motion, or ordinance, making an appropriation and, if so, the remainder shall be effective; provided, however, the Mayor may disapprove the entire resolution, motion, or ordinance.  If the Mayor fails to return any resolution, motion, or ordinance with his written objections thereto within the designated time, it shall become effective without the Mayor’s signature.

13.  Every resolution and motion specified in the preceding section, and every ordinance, which is returned to the City Council by the Mayor, shall be reconsidered by the City Council at the next regular meeting after the meeting that said resolution or motion is returned by the Mayor.  If, after such reconsideration, two-thirds of all the Aldermen elected to the City Council shall agree to pass an ordinance, resolution, or motion, notwithstanding the Mayor’s refusal to approve it, then it shall be effective.  The vote on the question of passage over the Mayor’s veto shall be by yeas and nays, and shall be recorded in the journal.  In no case shall the Mayor be permitted to vote upon a motion to reconsider, notwithstanding any provision in Rule 14 to the contrary.

14.  The Mayor shall cast a vote under the following circumstances:

a.  Where the vote of the Aldermen has resulted in a tie.

b.  Where one-half of the Aldermen elected have voted in favor of the ordinance even though there is no tie vote.

c.  Where a vote greater than a majority of the City Council is required by the statutes of the State of Illinois or the ordinances of the City.

d.  In each instance specified, the Mayor shall vote.  Failure of the Mayor to vote in any of the foregoing circumstances shall be considered a "no" vote.

15.  The Mayor pro tem, when selected by the City Council, shall not be deprived of his right to vote or debate, but shall place some member in the chair if he desires to speak on a question.

16.  When a motion or resolution has been stated by the Mayor, it shall be deemed to be in the possession of the Council, but may be withdrawn at any time by the mover thereof with the consent of his second before decision or amendment.

17.  If a question under consideration contains more than one distinct proposition, each proposition shall be stated and voted on separately at the request of any member.

18.  When a blank is to be filled on different sums or times proposed, the question shall first be put upon the largest sum or longest time.

19.  When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received except for the "previous question", to postpone indefinitely, to adjourn to a certain day, to lay on the table, to amend, or to adjourn the meeting.

20.  A motion for the previous question, to lay the question on the table or to commit it until decided shall preclude all amendments to or debate of the main question and the motion to postpone the question indefinitely or to adjourn to a certain day or to adjourn without day shall until it is decided preclude all amendments to the main question.

21.  The previous question shall be put as follows: Shall the main question be now put?

22.  A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and be decided without debate.

23.  A member offering a resolution or motion shall have his name entered with it upon the journal.

24.  All petitions presented to the City Council shall be in writing.

25.  All committees shall be appointed by the Mayor unless otherwise directed by the Council.

26.  All committees to whom any subject may be referred shall report in writing to the City Council.

27.  No petition for the remission of any fine imposed under the ordinances of this city shall be considered unless said petition is signed by the Judge or jury imposing the fine or by the City Attorney, and no such petition shall be granted except by two-thirds vote of the City Council.

28.  Every proposition involving the expenditures of money shall at the request of any member be referred to the appropriate Standing Committee and a report thereon be made by such Committee to the Council before the Council shall vote upon such proposition.

29.  None of the foregoing rules shall be repealed, annulled, amended, abridged, modified or suspended, except by a vote of the majority of the Council.

30.  Any member of the City Council may have his protest entered at large upon the journal against any act of the City Council.

31.  On all questions not specifically covered by the foregoing rules of order from number 1 to 27 inclusive, the usual, customary, and well established rules governing parliamentary bodies shall prevail.

2.08 COUNCIL COMMITTEES.  The Mayor shall appoint at the first regular meeting of the City Council after the general election, the following standing committees of the City Council and designate the chairman thereof, each to consist of three Aldermen:
1.  Committee on Community Development.

2.  Committee on Employee Relations.

3.  Committee on Finance.

4. Committee on Law Enforcement.

5.  Committee on Parks and Recreation.

6.  Committee on Streets.

7.  Committee on Zoning.
8.  Tourism Committee.
PAGE  
4

