Chapter 5 - Streets


CHAPTER 5

STREETS, ALLEYS AND SIDEWALKS

5.01 NAMES OF STREETS.  All streets of the city shall be known and designated by the names applied hereto, respectively, on the map of the city kept on file in the office of the City Clerk and the street names designated on said map shall continue to be the names of streets unless and until changed by ordinance.

5.02 NUMBERING BUILDINGS.  All buildings located within the City shall be numbered in accordance with a chart kept by the Zoning Administrator showing the proper number of the building.  The owner of any such building shall place such number on his building so as to be visible from the nearest street. 

5.03 DAMAGE TO STREETS.  No person shall damage or deface any street, alley, sidewalk, public way, park or other public property, or any post, wire, lamp, street sign, traffic sign, tree, grass, vegetation, gutter, drain, manhole or any other appurtenance thereon, except as may be authorized by the city.

5.04 ENCROACHMENTS ON STREET. 

(a) No person shall erect or maintain any structure or thing on, over or under any street, alley, sidewalk or public way except by permit from the Committee on Streets and Alleys. Application for such permit shall describe the nature of the encroachment in such detail as the committee requires.  The committee may either issue or deny the permit, and may impose any conditions to such permit it deems appropriate.

(b) Awnings made of a pliable substance attached to a building and extending not less than 8 feet above the surface of the sidewalk may be erected and maintained upon receipt of a building permit.  
(c) Any encroachment on any street, alley, sidewalk or public way shall be maintained so that it does not endanger or obstruct the public.

(d) Any encroachment maintained in violation of this section is declared a nuisance and may be abated by the city.

5.05 OBSTRUCTING STREETS. 

(a) No person shall obstruct or endanger the free passage or proper use of the public of any street, sidewalk, alley or public place, except as may be permitted by this chapter.

(b) Goods, wares and merchandise may be placed on sidewalks for such reasonable time as may be necessary while loading and unloading, provided pedestrian traffic is not obstructed.

5.06 STREET AND SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENTS. 

(a) Approval of Plats.  Whenever a proprietor of any plat seeks to have the plat approved by the City Council, the proprietor along with the plat shall submit a Plat, Plans, Specifications and Estimates of Cost prepared by a competent engineer approved by the city for improvements of all streets, curbs and gutters and drainage embraced in the plat.  The type of improvement shall be as set out in this section and shall be built in place before a building permit will be issued for any residence or commercial building within a Block or subdivision of said Plat.

(b) Engineering and Surveying.  All surveying and engineering in preparation of the Plat, Plans, Specifications and Estimates of Costs of Construction shall be the responsibility of the proprietor.  Engineering and inspection of the work during construction shall be paid by the proprietor, the engineer or inspector, to be approved by the City.

(c) Standard Specifications.  All work shall be governed by the “Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction” adopted by the Department of Transportation, Division of Highways of the State of Illinois, as now in force or hereafter amended.

(d) Type of Streets Construction.  All streets dedicated in said Plat shall have a minimum dedicated Fifth (50) feet street easement having concrete curb and gutter with a minimum width of 30 feet face to face of curb in the gutter.  All cul-de-sacs shall have a minimum radius of Forty-two (42) feet to the back of the curb.  The base between the curbs shall be a minimum of 8 inches of compacted gravel or crushed stone base course.  The base shall be paved with 3 inches of Bituminous Surface Plant Mix, Class B.  Acceptable alternatives to the above are Portland cement concrete pavement, 6 inch non-reinforced or 3 inches of Bituminous Surface Plant Mix, Class B on 6 inches Bituminous Aggregate Mixture Base.  Plans for the proposed street construction are to be approved by the city.  (99-O-08, 6/8/99)

(e) Concrete Curb and Gutter.  Concrete curb and gutter shall be constructed with Class “X” concrete and of the design approved by the Mayor and City Council, being 24 inches wide with a 6 inch thick flag and a 3 inch high curb.  All materials, forms, equipment rental and labor for the construction of the curb and gutters shall be paid by the proprietor or proprietors.

(f) Base Course.  CA-6 gravel or crushed stone shall be constructed in compacted layers not more than 4 inches (compacted) in thickness, and shall have a compacted thickness of a minimum of 8 inches.  The base course shall be primed prior to the application of the surface course.  All materials, equipment rental and labor shall be paid by the proprietor or proprietors.

(g) Surface Course.  The Bituminous Surface Plant Mix, Class B shall be constructed in two compacted layers of 1 ½ inches each to the lines of the proposed street grade.  All materials, equipment rental and labor shall be paid by the proprietor or proprietors.

(h) Applicability to Annexed Territory.  The requirements of subsections (d) through (g) of this section shall apply with the same force and effect to all existing streets in territory annexed to the city subsequent to April 26, 1978.

(i) Progress of Work.  A minimum of 100 lineal feet of curb and gutter or gutters shall be poured within one working day which shall consist of 8 hours of daylight.  In case of failure to comply with this progress, the proprietor shall pay to the city the sum of $25 per day for each day consumed beyond the days required to fulfill the minimum lineal feet requirement by this section.  These costs shall be considered and treated not as a penalty but as damages due the city from the proprietor by reason of inconvenience to the public, added cost of engineering and supervision, and maintenance of detours.

 (j) Cash Bond.  After Plat, Plans, Specifications and Estimate of Costs of street construction are submitted to the city, the proprietor shall notify the city as to what streets he expects to construct and improve in the plat in accordance with this section and shall submit to the City Clerk a cashier’s check in the amount of 10 percent of the estimate of the costs of construction.  In the event all of the streets are not to be improved at that time, and the proprietor elects at some subsequent time or times to improve additional streets, then at least 30 days prior to the commencement of such improvement construction, the proprietor shall notify the city of such election and shall submit to the City Clerk a cashier’s check in the amount of 10 percent of the estimate of costs of construction for said improvement.  Said cashier’s check shall remain at the City Clerk’s office, insofar as they apply to the respective improvements, until all work is completed and the same is approved and accepted by the city, and then said cashiers check shall be returned to the proprietor or proprietors.

(k)  Culverts and Approaches.


1.  All culverts and approaches from public streets to newly constructed improvements shall be in accordance with the specification of City.



2.  City shall provide one 20-feet corrugated steel culvert with additional length to be at the cost of the owner.



3.  Construction of approaches with concrete or asphalt materials shall be in accordance with the City’s specifications, and upon completion and approval by the Superintendent of Public Works, such approaches shall be maintained by City.



4.  Any proposed modification to an existing entrance or the addition of an additional entrance to an improved property shall first be subject to approval by the Superintendent of Public Works, and if such modification affects a street, curb, gutter or sidewalk, then the owner shall be required to provide financial security as required by Section 5.10(c) of this Code.  All such improvements shall be at the sole expense of the owner.  (12-O-44)
5.07 CONTROL OF STREETS. 

(a) Committee.  The Committee on Streets and Alleys shall have control of all improvements, repairs and work done on streets and alleys of the City, unless otherwise provided by resolution or ordinance.

(b) Duty of Committee.  The Committee on Streets and Alleys shall see that all work done under their direction is performed in a workmanlike manner and of standard grade materials unless otherwise provided by ordinance.

(c) Contracts by Committee.  The Committee on Streets and Alleys shall purchase all materials and contract for all labor necessary for making repairs and improvements.

5.08 SNOW ON STREETS.  No person shall deposit or cause to be deposited any snow and ice on or against a fire hydrant or on any sidewalk or roadway within the city, except that snow and ice may be windrowed on public roadways incident to the cleaning thereof or windrowed on curbs incident to the cleaning of sidewalks in business districts.

5.09 DRAINAGE DITCHES.  The Committee on Streets and Alleys may grant permits to persons owning adjoining properties to dig ditches along the streets and alleys of the City for the purpose of tiling and draining such adjoining property.  All persons procuring permits under this section shall proceed with such work with all reasonable speed to perform such work and as speedily as possible shall restore such street or alley to its normal condition, and any person failing to complete such work with all reasonable speed or to restore such street or alley to its normal condition shall be liable for all damages occasioned thereby.  The committee may require a cash bond to guarantee that such restoration shall be made with reasonable speed.  In such cases such persons seeking a permit shall be required to submit to the City Clerk a cashiers check in the amount of 10 percent of the estimate of the costs of construction.  The check shall remain at the City Clerk's office insofar as they apply to the respective construction, until all work is completed and the same is approved by the committee, and then the check shall be returned.
5.10 BUILDERS OCCUPYING STREETS.  


(a) The Committee on Streets and Alleys shall have the control of the location of all building materials on the streets where persons are building or repairing houses or other buildings along said street and may require the builder or contractor to fence or cover the sidewalk in front of any building being built or repaired, and shall require them to place all materials in such manner as to interfere as little as possible with the free use of the street by the public.


(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to occupy any public street or public alley, or to utilize any public street or public alley for a purpose other than transportation, and any such person, firm, or corporation that shall propose to occupy such street or to utilize it for any purpose other than transportation shall first make application to the City and procure a permit from said City to do such work.


(c) Before any such permit shall be granted, the Superintendent of Public Works shall require such person to:



1.  Enter into such bond as the Superintendent of Public Works shall deem proper, based upon the scope of the project, with sureties to be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works.



2.  Provide a cashier’s check, bank money order or wire transfer of funds in such amount as the Superintendent of Public Works shall deem proper, based upon the scope of the project, which funds shall be negotiated and retained by the City as provided herein.



3.  Provide a letter of credit in such form to be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works, in such amount as the Superintendent of Public Works shall deem proper, based upon the scope of the project.


(d)  The providing of the bond, funds, or Letter of Credit as set forth in paragraph c above shall be conditioned that the person to whom such permit is granted shall complete the work therein permitted to be done within a time in said permit to be limited, and that such person to whom such permit is granted will restore such street or alley and such pavement or surface as it was before such work was done within 20 days after the completion of the work, or else, the bond, funds or Letter of Credit, at the option of the City shall be forfeited and paid, and the City shall perform such work as it shall deem necessary to restore such street or alley, such pavement or surface as it was before such work was done.  In the event such work is completed in accordance with the requirements of the City, then the bond, funds, or Letter of Credit shall be canceled, and any funds shall be refunded.  (13-O-09)
5.11 EXCAVATIONS IN STREETS. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation (hereinafter referred to as person) to dig any trench, ditch, or make any excavation on any public street or public alley in the City improved with gravel, concrete, rock, macadam or with a brick pavement or on any dirt street or alley or to in any manner break, tear up or remove any gravel, concrete, rock, macadam, oil surface, brick pavement, or dirt or to attempt to dig therein or thereunder without first making application to the City, and procuring a permit from the City to do such work.


(b)  In all instances, except for private utilities that have entered into a franchise agreement with the City, and for public utilities, before any such permit shall be granted, the City shall require such person to:



1.  Enter into such bond as the Superintendent of Public Works shall deem proper, based upon the scope of the project, with sureties to be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works.



2.  Provide a cashier’s check, bank money order or wire transfer of funds in such amount as the Superintendent of Public Works shall deem proper, based upon the scope of the project, which funds shall be negotiated and retained by the City as provided herein.



3.  Provide a letter of credit in such form to be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works, in such amount as the Superintendent of Public Works shall deem proper, based upon the scope of the project.
(c)  Where a permit has been granted in accordance with subparagraph (b) above, upon completion of the excavation the person making the excavation shall cause the area to be backfilled and install a temporary street surface at their expense in accordance with the specifications of the City, and shall maintain such temporary street surface until a permanent final restoration is made.  The person to whom the permit is issued shall have the right to make the permanent restoration of the excavation area in accordance with the specifications and requirements of the City; PROVIDED, HOWEVER, that in the event such restoration is not done within 20 days after the completion of the work, the City shall, at the cost of the person to whom the permit was issued, cause the final restoration of the street or public alley to such condition as the City shall determine, and the person to whom the permit was issued, shall, within 10 days of receiving a statement for the costs of said restoration, pay unto the City its costs incurred to make the restoration and in the event such person shall fail or refuse to make such payment, then City shall make claim upon the security so provided for that amount.

(d)  In those cases where a private utility having a franchise agreement with the City or a public utility applies for and receives a permit to do such work, the requirements of subparagraph (b) above shall not apply, but, however, the permittee shall, at its own cost, restore the excavation area in accordance with the specification and requirements of the City; PROVIDED, HOWEVER that in the event such restoration is not done within 20 days after the completion of the work, then the City shall perform the restoration, and the permittee shall pay all costs associated with the restoration upon receiving an invoice from the City for such costs.  (13-O-08)

5.12 CROSSING SIDEWALKS.  It shall be unlawful for any person to drive any vehicle upon, over or across any sidewalk in the City, except at the regularly made crossings at intersecting streets or alleys or at crossings made at private entrances to properties, and it shall be unlawful for any person to drive any vehicle over, against or on any curbing in any of the streets or alleys in the City, or for any person in any manner to break, injure, damage or destroy any such curbing.

5.13 MOVING STRUCTURES ON STREETS.  No person shall move on, across or along any street or alley within the corporate limits of the city any structure or building without a permit so to do from the Committee on Streets and Alleys of the City Council.  The committee may require conditions on the granting of such permit on the posting of a bond in a manner similar to Section 5.06 (j) above.

5.14 STREET WORK BY CITY. 

(a) Temporary Closing.  At any time the City either by its own employees or by contract, shall construct, repair, repave, or resurface any street or alley within the city with gravel, concrete, rock, macadam, brick pavement, oil, or by any other means, or shall paint lines for traffic lanes, lines for parking meter lanes, or does any work in or on said streets and alleys, the Street Department or Police Department may block off the streets, alleys, or sidewalks or portions thereof to the use of the public by placing barricades to prevent injury to any person or vehicle or injury to said streets, alleys, or sidewalks while being so constructed, repaved, resurfaced or repaired or while lines for traffic lanes and lines for parking meter lanes are being painted or while any work is being done in or on said streets and alleys; such barricades shall be protected by lights or flares at night time.

(b) Disturbing Barricades.  It shall be unlawful to disturb or interfere with any barricades, lights, flares, or signs placed to protect or mark any new pavement, new sidewalk, or barricades placed while lines for traffic lanes and lines for parking meter lanes are being painted or any work is being done in or on streets and alleys.

(c) Traveling on Resurfaced Streets.  It shall be unlawful for any person to walk upon any newly laid sidewalk or portion thereof or drive any vehicle or animal upon or injure any newly laid street or sidewalk or upon any resurfaced or oiled street or the portion thereof that is repaired, resurfaced or oiled or where lines for traffic lanes or lines for parking meter lanes are being painted, while the same is guarded or blocked off by warning signs or barricades or to knowingly injure any such new pavement or sidewalk or resurfaced or newly oiled street while the same is blocked off or barricaded.

5.15 PROTECTION OF WORK IN STREETS.  Any person laying, or making an excavation in, or doing any work in any street, sidewalk or other public place shall maintain suitable barricades to prevent injury to any person or vehicle by reason of the work.  Barricades shall be protected by suitable lights at night.  Any defect in any pavement shall be barricaded to prevent injury.  Any person maintaining any opening or excavation in any such place shall guard such opening or excavation while the same remains open, by proper barricades and lights.  No person shall interfere with or disturb any barricades or lights lawfully placed to protect or make new pavement or excavation or opening in any street, alley or sidewalk.

5.16 LAYING OF PIPE IN STREETS.

(a) Permit.  No sewer, water pipe, conduit pipe, gas pipe, wire or cable for conveying electric current nor any street or alley pavement, sidewalk, or other like improvement shall be placed, laid or maintained in, under, or upon any street, alley, sidewalk, easement of passage or public place, except improvements constructed under special assessment proceedings, unless a permit authorizing the same has been issued by the city. 

(b) Location of Gas Pipes.  Any gas pipes when placed in any public street or alley shall be laid so that there will be no interference with sewers or water pipes, and before any pipes are laid, permission must be secured from the city, and same must be placed in a portion of the street or alley as may be directed by 

the city.

(c) Map to be Filed.  Every gas company that lays down gas pipes in any public street or alley shall make and file with the City Clerk an accurate map showing the exact location of every line of pipe laid by it, which map shall be accessible for public inspection and shall be kept constantly revised to show any changes or additions.

5.17 SALES ON STREETS. 

(a) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, corporation, transient, merchant, church, club, charitable institution, hawker or peddler to vend, sell, dispose or offer to vend, sell, dispose or display any goods, wares, merchandise, produce or vegetables on any public walk, street, or alley within the City without having first obtained a license from the City Clerk for that purpose and having paid a license fee therefor as hereinafter provided.

(b) Application for license to vend, sell, dispose or display merchandise, goods, wares, produce or vegetables shall be made in writing to the City Clerk.  The application shall contain the name of the applicant, if an individual, the names of partners, if a co-partnership, or the names of the principal officers, if a corporation, church, club or charitable institution, and shall include the location of the place or places where such merchandise, goods, wares, produce or vegetables are to be so displayed and sold.

(c) Prior to the issuance of any license, the Chief of Police and the Chief of the Fire Department shall make or cause to be made sufficient inspections to insure that the issuance of a license and conduct of the activities contemplated thereby shall not endanger the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City, and shall so notify the City Clerk in writing prior to the issuance of the license.

No license fee is charged for such application.  No license shall be valid for more than 3 days.

(d) No street or alley shall be blocked by any merchandise offered for sale hereunder.  A two-foot passageway for pedestrians shall be left open and merchandise shall be securely and adequately placed so that it will not endanger passersby or fall or extrude into any street or alley.  Such sales shall not be operated in any manner which would cause a nuisance or create a fire hazard.

5.18 ADVERTISING ON STREETS.  No person shall paint or post any signs or bills on any trees, poles or other structures in any street or on the surface of any street or sidewalk.


5.19 DRIVEWAYS. 

(a) Permit.  No person shall construct a driveway across any sidewalk without first having obtained a permit therefor from the City Council.

(b) Fee.  The fee for a driveway construction permit is $10, and said amount shall be credited toward the fee paid for a zoning permit.

(c) Specifications.  Driveways across sidewalks shall be constructed in compliance with specifications which have been adopted by the City Council and which are on file in the office of the Clerk.

(d) Repair.  The person maintaining a driveway shall keep it in good repair at the place where it crosses the sidewalk and free from any obstruction or other openings.

5.20 TREES. 

(a) Planting Permit.  No person shall plant any tree or shrub in any street, right-of-way area between the sidewalk and the street, parkway or other public place without first having secured a permit therefor.  Application for such permit shall be made to the Clerk, and shall be referred by him to the City Council for approval.

(b) Removal Permit.  No person shall remove or cut down any tree or shrub in any street, right-of-way area between the sidewalk and the street, parkway or other public place without first having secured a permit therefor.  Application for such a permit shall be made to the Clerk, and shall be referred by him to the City Council for approval.

(c) Injury.  No person shall injure any tree or shrub planted in any street, right-of-way area between the sidewalk and the street, parkway or public place.

(d) Advertisements or Notices.  No person shall attach any sign, advertisement or notice to any tree or shrub in any street, right-of-way area between the sidewalk and the street, parkway or public place.

(e) Dangerous Trees.  Any tree or shrub which overhangs any sidewalk, street, right-of-way area between the sidewalk and the street, parkway or other public place in the city in such a way as to impede or interfere with traffic or travel on such public place shall be trimmed by the owner of the abutting premises on which such tree or shrub grows so that the obstruction shall cease.  Any limb of a tree which has become likely to fall on or across any public way or place shall be removed by the owner of the premises on which the tree grows or stands.

In the event a dangerous tree which shall require either trimming or cutting is located such that it cannot be determined whether said tree is on private or city-owned property, then the city shall cause a survey to be made by a Registered Land Surveyor to determine whether said tree is on private or city-owned property.  Prior to the time that said survey is made, the property owner shall deposit with the city the sum of $50 to be applied toward the costs of said survey.  In the event said tree is on city-owned property, then the city shall pay all costs of the survey and the trimming and cutting of said tree.  In the event said tree is on private property, then the owner of said property shall pay the costs of said survey and the costs to trim or cut said tree.  In the event said tree is partially on city-owned property and partially on privately owned property, then the city and the property owner shall share, equally, the costs of the survey and the costs of the trimming or cutting of said tree.

City-owned property shall consist only of the property in which the city has a fee simple title.

 (f) Wires.  No person shall attach any wire or rope to any tree without the permission of the Committee on Streets and Alleys.  Any person granted the right to maintain poles and wires in the streets, alleys or other public places in the city shall in the absence of provision in the franchise concerning the subject, keep such wires and poles free from and away from any trees or shrubs in such places so far as may be possible and shall keep all such trees and shrubs properly trimmed, subject to the supervision of the Committee on Streets and Alleys to insure that injury shall not be done to the poles, wires, shrubs and trees by contact with wires.

5.21  USE OF ALLEYS.

(a)  Definitions.  An alley is a narrow way designed for the special accommodation of the property it reaches.  A thoroughfare is a street or highway affording an unobstructed exit at each end into another street or public passage.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to use an alley as a thoroughfare.

(c) Upon the written request of all persons, firms or corporation owning an interest in real estate adjoining an alley, the City shall, at the cost of said owners, cause to be erected and maintained a barricade to prevent through traffic on an alley.  (99-O-13, 7/13/99)

5.22 DISPOSAL OF TREES AND BRANCHES,

The disposal and dumping of fallen trees and branches, wood chips and garden waste by any person, firm or corporation engaged in the business of such disposal shall be prohibited upon property owned or controlled by the City of Robinson, Illinois, with the following exceptions:


1.  Disposal as a result of work performed for the City of Robinson, Illinois.


2.  In circumstances where a storm or other weather event has created excess waste, and as a result thereof, the Mayor of the City of Robinson has declared that a tree disposal emergency exists, and in which event the Mayor shall declare the date and time of the commencement and ending of such disposal.


All Ordinances which are inconsistent with this Ordinance are hereby repealed.


Any person, firm or corporation which violates any provision of this Ordinance or any rule or regulation adopted pursuant thereof, shall, upon conviction, be subject to a fine of not less than $100.00 nor more than $750.00 and the cost of prosecution.  (12-O-30)

(a)  Permit.  So long as such activity shall not be prohibited by federal, state or other applicable law or regulation, any resident residing with the City have a contractor do the work, may obtain a permit from the City for the purpose of the disposal of trees and branches by the contractor from such resident’s property to the City’s property maintained for such purpose, with the Application and Permit to be in form designated by City, and to be limited to 30 calendar days.

(b)  Fee.  The fee for a Permit shall be $25.00 per tree, which Permit shall include the tree trunk and branches and other debris from the tree.  

(c)  Specifications.  The method of disposal and the days and hours in which disposal is permitted, shall be pursuant to rules and regulations promulgated by the Superintendent of Public Works, and approved by the Street Committee.  (12-O-34)
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