Chapter 7 - Sewers


CHAPTER 7

SEWERS

7.01 DEFINITIONS.   Unless the context specifically indicates otherwise, the meaning of terms used in this chapter shall be as follows:

"Sewage Works" shall mean all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating and disposing of sewage.

"Superintendent" shall mean the Superintendent or manager of the sewers, or his authorized deputy, agent, or representative.

"Sewer" shall mean a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.

"Sewage Treatment Plant" shall mean any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating sewage.

"Industrial Wastes" shall mean the liquid wastes from industrial processes as distinct from sanitary sewage.

"ppm" shall mean parts per million.

7.02 LIMIT ON SEWER HOOKUPS, LOT SIZE.  No permit shall be issued for a sewer hookup to the public sanitary sewer for a multi-family dwelling unless the lot size per dwelling unit shall be a minimum of 2,000 square feet, or, such size as is provided by the Zoning Ordinance of the City, whichever size is less.

7.03 NON-CITY HOOKUP PROHIBITED.   Properties located outside the city may not connect to the city sanitary sewers either directly or indirectly, except that this provision shall not apply to connections to the city sanitary sewers pursuant to an intergovernmental agreement pursuant to the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, 5 ILCS 220/1 et seq., as amended from time to time. (89-0-15) 

7.04 CLASSES OF PERMITS, FEES, DEPOSITS.   There shall be three classes of building sewer permits: (1) for residential service, (2) for commercial service, and (3) for service to establishments producing industrial wastes.  Applications for said permits shall be made by the owner or his agent on forms prescribed by the City.  The permit application shall be supplemented by any plans, specifications, or other information considered pertinent in the judgment of the Superintendent.  A permit, installation and inspection fee as provided hereinafter, shall be paid to the City Clerk at the time the application is filed:

1.  Residential: Up to and including 4" line 

$ 200. 

6" line and 8" line    

   250.

2.  Commercial:  Up to and including 4" line

$ 300.

     6" line and 8" line    
   
   350.

3.  Industrial:  Up to and including 8" line   

$ 500.

         

         10" line and 12" line   

   750.

    

         line in excess of 12"                     1,000.

At the time an application is filed it shall be accompanied with a damage deposit of $500 which shall be retained by the City until said sewer tap is completed to the satisfaction of City. Any damages caused to the sewer line or appurtenances of City shall be repaired by City with funds from the damage deposit, with any unused portion thereof to be refunded to applicant.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, where application is made for a permit to relocate an existing sewer tap, the applicant shall be required to pay a retap fee of $100.

7.05 INSTALLATION OF SEWER TAPS.  All sewer taps shall be made by employees of city under the direct supervision of the Superintendent.  The city shall provide all labor, tap equipment and tap sewer connections to complete sewer tap unless otherwise directed by the Superintendent.  The owner or his agent shall excavate to such depth and in such area as shall be determined by the Superintendent to permit the tap to be completed. The owner or his agent shall remove all loose fill and shall provide all materials to seal the sewer tap and shall back-fill the completed sewer tap with sand to a depth of 12" above the tap and all exposed main sewer line as shall be directed by the Superintendent.

7.06 “Y” BRANCH REQUIRED.   The connection of the building sewer into the public sewer shall be made at the “Y” branch, if such branch is available at a suitable location.   If the public sewer is 12 inches in diameter or less, and no properly located “Y” branch is available, the owner shall, at his expense, install a “Y” branch in the public sewer at the location specified by the Superintendent.   Where the public sewer is greater than 12 inches in diameter, and no properly located “Y” branch is available, a neat hole may be cut into the public sewer to receive the building sewer, with entry in the downstream direction at an angle of about 45 degrees.   A 45 degree ell may be used to make such connection, with the spigot end cut so as not to extend past the inner surface of the public sewer.   The invert of the building sewer at the point of connection shall be at the same or at a higher elevation than the invert of the public sewer, but no higher than a point ½ the vertical distance between the invert and the crown of the sewer.   A smooth, neat joint shall be made, and the connection made secure and watertight by encasement in concrete.   Special fittings may be used for the connection only when approved by the Superintendent.  Manholes shall be constructed at any junction of a 10 inch diameter line or larger into a public sewer.

7.07 CORRECTIONS REQUIRED.  Building sewer lines presently connected with the public sewer shall be corrected and maintained so as to permit only discharge thereto as permitted in Sections 7.08, 8.05, 8.06, 8.07, or 8.08.  If there is a determination that anything other than sewage is being discharged into the public sewer, the city shall give notice to the owner or occupant of the premises on which said building sewer is located and thereupon it shall be the duty of the owner or occupant of said premises to make such repairs or changes as may be necessary to prevent such discharge.

7.08 BIOCHEMICAL OXYGEN DEMAND OF WASTES; TREATMENT.  The admission into the public sewers of any waters or wastes having (a) a 5-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand greater than 300 parts per million by weight, or (b) containing more than 350 parts per million by weight of suspended solids, or (c) containing any quantity of substances having the characteristics described in Section 8.06, or (d) having an average daily flow greater than 2 percent of the average daily sewage flow of the city, shall be subject to the review and approval of the Superintendent.  Where necessary in the opinion of the Superintendent, the owner shall provide, at his expense, such preliminary treatment as may be necessary to (a) reduce the Biochemical Oxygen Demand to 300 parts per million and the suspended solids to 350 parts per million by weight, or (b) reduce objectionable characteristics or constituents to within the maximum limits provided for in Section 7.31, or (c) control the quantities and rates of discharge of such water or wastes.  Plans, specifications, and any other pertinent information relating to proposed preliminary treatment facilities shall be submitted for the approval of the Superintendent and of the 
appropriate department of the State of Illinois, and no construction of such facilities shall be commenced until said approvals are obtained in writing.

7.09 MAINTENANCE OF PRELIMINARY TREATMENT FACILITIES.  Where preliminary treatment facilities are provided for any waters or wastes, they shall be maintained continuously in satisfactory and effective operation by the owner at his expense.

7.10 SUPERINTENDENT TO DISCONNECT IN CERTAIN CASES.  In case any violation of the provisions of this chapter continues beyond the time given the user under Section 8.15, the Superintendent may cut off the user’s connection into the public sewer.

7.11 SEWER EXTENSIONS. 

(a) Approval Required.  It shall be unlawful for any person to make use of a sewer in any way, which sewer is an extension of the sanitary sewer facilities of the City, until approval has been obtained from the City Council.

(b) Extension Defined.  An extension to the sanitary sewer facilities is defined as a length of sewer beginning at an existing manhole and terminating at a new manhole built on city property according to plans and specifications approved by the Council of the City or its designated representatives.

(c) Requirements.  It shall be the responsibility of the individual, or individuals, building the sewer extension to complete the following requirements:

1.  File and sign performance bond to insure sewer building requirements will be met.

2.  File with the City Council of the City a certified cost of the sewer addition with substantiating invoices.

(d) Cost of Construction.  All costs of construction of a sewer extension shall be borne by the builder thereof, said costs to include any manholes which are required to be placed in said sewer.

(e) Council Decision.  Upon the filing of the above documents the Council of the City will then decide which properties along the route of this sewer come within the jurisdiction of this chapter and will determine the proportionate share cost which must be paid to the City before a sewer tap permit for the privately built sewer will be issued.

(f) Exceptions.  This section does not apply to any person, or persons, extending a sewer from the terminating manhole as defined above, to another terminating manhole providing the cost of this extension equals or exceeds the proportionate share cost of the original sewer extension.

(g) City to Collect.  The City will collect the money for each proportionate share as requests for sewer taps are made and reimburse the individual who paid for the original sanitary sewer extension.

(h) Penalty.  Any person who makes use of a sewer which has been built as an extension to the sanitary sewer facility of the City contrary to the provisions of this section, shall be fined not less than $100 nor more than $200.

(i) Wastes Prohibited in Storm Sewers.  No person shall discharge any sanitary or industrial solids or liquids, required by the Statutes of the State of Illinois, or any law or regulation in force in the State of Illinois with respect to sanitary or industrial wastes and the discharge thereof into any storm sewer or storm drain located within the city limits of the City.

It shall be unlawful for any person to connect or cause to be connected, any drain carrying, or to carry, any toilet, sink, basement, septic tank, cesspool, industrial waste, or any fixture or device discharging polluting substances, to any storm water drain in the City.

7.12 LIABILITY FOR VIOLATIONS.  Any person violating any provision of this chapter shall become liable to the city for any expense, loss or damage occasioned to the city by reason of such violation, whether the same was caused before or after notice thereof, in addition to the penalty provide in Section 1.06 of this code.  (80-19)


7.13 VARIANCES.  The technical requirements of this CHAPTER 7 may be subject to variance.  A person requesting a variance shall make written application to the Superintendent.  Variances shall be granted by the Wastewater Treatment Committee, subject to recommendation by the Superintendent.  (01-O-40)
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