Chapter 29 – Hotel Tax

CHAPTER 29
HOTEL TAX

29.01  HOTEL TAX.  A tax in the amount of five percent (5%) on gross rental receipts is hereby imposed upon all persons engaged in the business of renting, leasing or letting rooms in a hotel or motel located within the limits of the City.


29.02  DEFINITIONS.  

(a) Hotel or Motel means any building or buildings in which the public may, for a consideration, obtain living quarters, sleeping or housekeeping accommodations.  The term includes inns, motels, tourist homes or courts, lodging houses, rooming houses and apartment houses.

(b)  Gross Receipts or Revenue.  The total of all income or revenue including cash, credits, and checks, received by any person subject to the tax provided for in this Ordinance from the business of operating a hotel or mote.


(c)  Person.  Any natural person, partnership, corporation or other entity.


29.03  TAX IMPOSED.


(a)  There is hereby levied and imposed upon the use and privilege or renting a hotel or motel room within the City a tax of five percent (5%) of the rental or leasing charge for each such hotel and motel room.  However, no tax shall be due or collected for any rental to the same individual who has rented or leased a room for a period of 30 consecutive days or longer.  Furthermore, no tax shall be due or collected for any rentals by charitable organizations and nonprofit corporations providing temporary housing for charitable or humanitarian purposes.


(b)  The tax herein levied shall be paid in addition to any and all other taxes and charges.  It shall be the duty of the owner, manager or operator of every hotel or motel to pay over to the City Treasurer said tax upon procedures prescribed by the City Treasurer or as otherwise provided in this Ordinance.


(c)  Every person required to pay the tax levied by this ordinance shall indicate the amount of tax separately upon any invoice, receipt, statement or memorandum provided to the customers of such person.


29.04  RULES AND REGULATIONS.


The City Treasurer of the City may promulgate rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance concerning enforcement and application of this Ordinance.  The term “rules and regulations” includes, but is not limited to case by case determination of whether or not the tax imposed by this article applies.


29.05  BOOKS AND RECORDS.

The City Treasurer or any person certified as his or her deputy or representative, may enter the premises of any hotel or motel for inspection and examination of books and records in order to effectuate the proper administration of this Ordinance and to assure the enforcement of the collection of the tax imposed.  It shall be unlawful for any person to prevent, hinder or interfere with the City Treasurer or her/his duly authorized deputy or representative in the discharge of his/her duties and the performance of this Ordinance.  It shall be the duty of every owner to keep accurate and complete books and records to which the City Treasurer or her/his deputy or authorized representative, shall at all times have access, which records shall including a daily sheet showing:  

1.  The number of hotel or motel rooms rented during the twenty-four (24) hours period, including multiple rental of the same hotel rooms which shall occur; and


2.  The actual hotel or motel tax receipts collected for the date in questions.


29.06  PAYMENT OF TAX.

(a)  On a monthly basis, the owner or owners of each hotel or motel within the City shall file tax returns with the City Treasurer showing tax receipts with respect to each hotel and motel.  Notwithstanding the date of this Ordinance this obligation shall commence on September 1, 2006.  The returns shall be filed on or before the thirtieth (30th) day of the calendar month following the end of the month for which the return is filed.  Forms prescribed by the City Treasurer shall be used.


(b)  The first taxing period for the purpose of this Ordinance shall commence  September 1, 2006 and the tax return and payment for such period shall be due on or before October 30, 2006.  Thereafter, reporting periods and tax payments shall be in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance.  The owner shall pay to the City Treasurer all taxes due at the time of the filing of the return.


(c)  If for any reason any tax is not paid when due, a penalty at the rate of one percent (1%) per thirty-day period, or portion thereof, from the day of delinquency shall be added and collected.

29.07  COLLECTION.  Whenever any person shall fail to pay any tax as herein provided, the City’s legal counsel shall, upon the request of the City Treasurer, bring or cause to be brought an action to enforce the payment of said tax on behalf of the City in any Court of competent jurisdiction.

29.08  PROCEEDS OF TAX AND FINES.  All proceeds resulting from the imposition of the tax under this Ordinance, including penalties, shall be paid to the treasury of the City and shall be credited to and deposited in the corporate fund of the City.


29.09  PENALTIES:  Any person found guilty of violating, disobeying, omitting, neglecting or refusing to comply with, or resisting or opposing the enforcement of any of the provisions of this ordinance, except when otherwise specifically provided, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished with a fine as provided in Section 1.06 of this Code.


29.10  Purpose of Penalties:  The purpose of imposing the above penalties is to ensure the integrity of the collection process established pursuant to this Ordinance.

29.11  USE OF RECEIPTS.  The amounts collected by the City pursuant to this Ordinance shall be expended by the City solely to promote tourism and conventions within the City or otherwise to attract nonresident overnight visitors to the City.  (06-O-11)
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