Chapter 37 - Snowmobiles

CHAPTER 37

SNOWMOBILES

37.01 DEFINITIONS. Terms used in this chapter mean as follows:

Dealer: A person, partnership or corporation engaged in the business of manufacturing, selling or leasing snowmobiles at wholesale or retail.

Dangerous drug: Any drug defined as a depressant or stimulant substance in the Illinois Controlled Substance Act and cannabis as defined in the Cannabis Control Act of the State of Illinois.

Peace officer: Any person authorized under the statutes of the State of Illinois to make arrest for a violation of any statute or ordinance, whether it be a total arrest power of all statutes or a portion of any statute.

Highway: The entire width between boundary lines of any highway, road, street, avenue, alley or public driveway.

Intoxicating beverage: Any beverage enumerated in the Liquor Control Act of the State of Illinois.

Local authority: The municipal board or body having authority to adopt local police regulations under the constitution and laws of this state.

Narcotic drug: Any substance defined as a narcotic drug in the Illinois Controlled Substance Act.

Operate: To ride in or on, other than as a passenger, use or control the operation of a snowmobile in any manner, whether or not the snowmobile is underway.

Operator: A person who operates or is in actual physical control of a snowmobile.

Owner: A person other than a lien holder having title to a snowmobile.

Register: The act of assigning a registration number to a snowmobile by state statute and by local ordinance.

Roadway: That portion of a highway, improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel, exclusive of the berm or shoulder. In the event a highway includes two or more separate roadways, the term roadway as used in this chapter refers to any such roadway separately, but not to all such roads collectively.

Snowmobile: A self-propelled device designed for travel on snow or ice or natural terrain, steered by skis or runners and supported in part by skis, belts or cleats.

37.02 APPLICATION AND JURISDICTION. No portion of this chapter shall preclude the State of Illinois or its officers or agents from enforcing the Illinois Snowmobile Registration and Safety Act under 625 ILCS 40/1-1 et seq, as amended.

37.03 ENFORCEMENT AND INSPECTION. 

(a) Enforcement.  It is the duty of all sheriffs, deputy sheriffs and other police officers to arrest any person detected in violation of any of the provisions of this chapter.

(b) Inspection.  Duly authorized police officers may stop and inspect any snowmobile at any time for the purpose of determining if the provisions of this chapter are being complied with. If the inspecting officer discovers any violation of the provisions of this chapter, he may issue a summons to the operator of such snowmobile requiring that the operator appear before the Circuit Court for the county in which the offense was committed, Every snowmobile subject to this chapter, if underway and upon being hailed by a designated law enforcement officer, must stop immediately.

(c) Resistance to Officers.  It is unlawful for any person to resist or obstruct any peace officer in a discharge of his duties under this chapter.

37.04 REGISTRATION OF SNOWMOBILES. 

(a) Operation of Unnumbered Snowmobiles.  Except as otherwise provided in the Illinois Compiled Statutes, no person shall after April 11, 1979 operate any snowmobile within the corporate limits unless such snowmobile has been registered and numbered in accordance with the provisions of the Illinois Snowmobile Registration and Safety Act, and said numbers shall be properly displayed on each side of the cowling.

(b) Municipal Registration.  All persons owning or operating a snowmobile within the corporation limits shall purchase from the City Clerk and display prominently upon the snowmobile a municipal registration decal.

(c) Purchase of Decal.  The City Clerk upon receipt of payment of the authorized fee shall supply a decal to the owner or operator of a snowmobile upon proof that the owner or operator of that snowmobile has properly registered same with the Illinois Department of Conservation and has received a certificate of number indicating such registration.

(d) Loss of Municipal Registration Certificate.  Should a certificate of municipal registration become lost, destroyed or mutilated beyond legibility, the owner of the snowmobile shall make application to the City Clerk for the replacement of the certificate or decal, giving his name, address and the number of his snowmobile and shall at the same time pay to the City Clerk a fee of $1.00

(e) Municipal Registration Number Application.  The owner of each snowmobile requiring numbering by this city shall file an application for number with the City Clerk on forms approved by the City Council. The application shall be signed by the owner of the snowmobile and shall be accompanied by a fee paid annually to the City Clerk.

37.05 SNOWMOBILE EQUIPMENT. 

(a) Headlamp.  All snowmobiles in operation shall display at least one lighted headlamp, white in color, having a minimum candle power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a white light 

plainly visible from a distance of at least 500 feet ahead during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions.

(b) Tail Lights.  All snowmobiles while in operation shall display at least one red tail light having a minimum candle power of sufficient intensity to exhibit a red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darkness under normal atmospheric conditions.

(c) Brakes.  All snowmobiles shall have an operating brake system in good mechanical condition.

(d) Flag.  All snowmobiles while in operation within the city limits shall display an orange or red flag which extends a minimum of six feet above the top of the snowmobile.

37.06 OPERATION ON CITY STREETS. Snowmobiles may be operated on any street within the city limits of the City in accordance with the terms of this chapter with the following exceptions:

(a) Snowmobiles may be operated on City streets only for the purpose of leaving and entering the city or for visitation within. Recreational snowmobiling on the city streets is not permitted.

(b) Snowmobiles shall not be operated under any circumstances within the Central Business District of the city, nor on Route #33, running through the city east and west, more commonly known as Main Street.

(c) Notwithstanding the above, snowmobiles may be allowed to cross Route #33, commonly known as Main Street, at properly marked "Stop" intersections or those marked with a traffic control signal, and may be operated in the alleys of the Central Business District with individual permission of the Chief of Police. Said permission shall be given only if the snowmobiles are needed for business reasons or in case of extreme weather conditions.

37.07 SPEED LIMITS. Unless some other speed restriction is established by the posting of speed limit signs under the authority of the City Council, the maximum speed limits for snowmobiles within the corporate limits is as follows:

(a) 30 mph in any residential or business s district.

(b) 15 mph in any alley.

(c) 20 mph while passing through any school zone, properly posted.

37.08 RECKLESS DRIVING. Any person who drives any snowmobile with a willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property is guilty of reckless driving.

37.09 RACING. No person shall engage in any race on any roadway within the corporate limits. "Race" means the act of two or more individuals competing or racing on any street or highway, in a situation in which one of the snowmobiles is beside or to the rear of a snowmobile operated by a competing driver and the one driver attempts to prevent the competing driver from passing or overtaking him, either by acceleration or maneuver or one or more individuals competing in a race against time on any street or roadway in the city.

37.10 MINIMUM SPEED REGULATION. No person shall drive a snowmobile at such a slow speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement of traffic, except when reduced speed is necessary for safe operation of his snowmobile or in compliance with the direction of a peace officer.

37.11 RULES OF THE ROAD, ON ROADWAYS. 

(a) Driving on Right Side of Roadway.  Snowmobiles shall be operated on all roadways as close to the right hand side of the roadway as possible. Snowmobiles proceeding in opposite directions shall pass each other to the right and upon roadways having width for not more than one line of traffic in each 

direction, each driver shall give to the other at least one-half of the main traveled portion of the roadway as nearly as possible.

(b) Limitations on Overtaking on the Left.  No snowmobiles shall be driven to the left side of the center of the roadway in overtaking and passing another vehicle proceeding in the same direction.

(c) Following too Close.  The operator of a snowmobile shall not follow another vehicle more closely than is reasonable and prudent having due regard for the speed of such vehicles and the traffic upon and condition of the highway.

(d) Starting Parked Snowmobile.  No operator shall start a snowmobile which is stopped, standing or parked unless and until such movement can be made with reasonable safety.

(e) Signals Required.  A signal of intention to turn right or left when required must be given continuously during not less than the last 100 feet traveled by the snowmobile before turning within a business or residence district.

(f) Signal by Hand or Arm or Signal Device.  Any stop or turn signal when required shall be given either by means of a hand and arm or by electric turn signal device conforming to the requirements of 625 ILCS 40/1-1 et seq., as amended.

(g) Method of Giving Hand and Arm Signals.  All signals required by this chapter or by law for vehicle operators shall be given from the left side of the vehicle in the following manner:


1. Left turn - hand and arm extended horizontally.


2. Right turn - hand and arm extended upward.


3. Stop or decrease of speed - hand and arm extended downward.

(h) Right-of-Way.  Any snowmobile approaching or entering an intersection from a different roadway shall yield the right-of-way to a vehicle on the opposite roadway which is entering at approximately the same time. The driver of the snowmobile must 

always yield the right-of-way to other motorized vehicles.

(i) Right-of-Wav Turning Left.  The operator of a snowmobile intending to turn to the left within an intersection or into an alley, private road or driveway, shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle approaching from the opposite direction which is so close as to constitute an immediate hazard, but said snowmobile operator having so yielded may proceed at such time as a safe interval occurs.

(j) Snowmobile Entering Stop Intersection.  Except when directed to proceed by a peace officer or traffic control signal, every operator of a snowmobile approaching a stop intersection, indicated by a stop sign, shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but, if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the operator has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering the intersection. After having stopped, the operator of the snowmobile shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle which has entered the intersection from another roadway or which is approaching so closely on the roadway as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time when the operator is moving across or within the intersection, but said operator having so yielded may proceed at such time as a safe interval occurs.

(k) Snowmobile Entering a Yield Intersection.  The operator of a snowmobile approaching a yield sign shall in obedience to such signs slow down to a speed reasonable for the existing conditions and, if required for safety to stop, shall stop at a clearly marked line, but, if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then at the point nearest the intersecting roadway where the operator has a view of approaching traffic on the intersecting highway. After slowing or stopping, the operator shall yield the right-of-way to any vehicle in the intersection or approaching on another roadway so closely as to constitute an immediate hazard during the time such operator is moving across or within the intersection. If a snowmobile is involved in a collision at an intersection or interferes with the movement of other vehicles after driving past the yield right-of-way sign, such collision or interference shall be deemed prima facie evidence of the driver’s failure to yield the right-of-way.

(l) Obedience to Traffic Control Devices.  

1. The operator of any snowmobile shall obey the instructions of any official traffic control device applicable thereto placed in accordance with the provisions of the law for vehicles and it shall be unlawful for any snowmobile operator to leave the roadway and travel across private property to avoid an official traffic control device.

2. Snowmobile traffic facing a steady red signal at an automatic traffic control device must stop at a clearly marked stop line, but, if none, before entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or, if none, then before entering the intersection, and shall remain standing until an indication to proceed is indicated by a green traffic control signal.

37.12 ACCIDENTS. Operators of snowmobiles involved in any accident with another snowmobile or any other motor vehicle or pedestrian shall make accident reports in accordance with the provisions of the Illinois State Snowmobile Registration and Safety Act, 625 ILCS 40/1-1 et seq., as amended. Snowmobiles are operated at the drivers risk, and, if involved in an accident, the operator shall be considered guilty of contributory negligence.

37.13 PEDESTRIAN RIGHT-OF-WAY. The operator of all snowmobiles shall yield the right-of-way, slowing down or stopping, within a crosswalk, but in any case every driver of a snowmobile shall exercise due care to avoid colliding with any pedestrian and shall give warning by sounding the horn when necessary and shall exercise proper precaution upon observing any child or any obviously confused, incapacitated or intoxicated person.

37.14 PERSONS UNDER THE INFLUENCE OF INTOXICATING LIQUOR OR NARCOTIC DRUGS. No person who is under the influence of intoxicating liquor may drive or be in actual physical control of any snowmobile within this city, and further no person who is an habitual user of or under the influence of any other drug to a degree which renders him incapable of safely driving a snowmobile 

may not drive or be in actual physical control of any snowmobile within the corporate limits.

37.15 CONSUMPTION OF LIQUOR. No person shall consume any alcoholic liquor while operating a snowmobile within this city, and any alcoholic liquor transported in a snowmobile shall be in its original package and with the seal unbroken.

37.16 OBSTRUCTION OF OPERATOR’S VIEW OR DRIVING MECHANISM. No person shall operate a snowmobile when it is so loaded with passengers as to obstruct the operator’s view or his operation of the driving mechanism.

37.17 OBSTRUCTING ROADWAYS. No operator shall willfully or unnecessarily hinder, obstruct, or delay or attempt to delay, hinder or obstruct any other person unlawfully driving or traveling along or upon any roadway within the corporate limits.

37.18 VEHICLE OPERATOR’S LICENSE. No person shall operate a snowmobile within the city on any roadway unless they are in possession of a valid vehicle operator’s license issued by the State of Illinois or are a resident of another state and possess a valid vehicle operator’s license from that state.

37.19 FIREARMS. No person, except persons permitted by law, shall operate or ride any snowmobile with any firearm in his possession unless it is unloaded and enclosed in a carrying case, or any bow unless it is in a carrying case.

37.20 CROSSING STATE HIGHWAYS. No person may operate a snowmobile on any state highway within the limits of the city, except at properly marked intersections. The operator must cross said state highway at a 90 degree angle yielding to all traffic and crossing only when it is safe to do so.
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